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. i x T Ti T"l ' ' T T A T"."! T A ' I ' Tl whulc world, the re can bo no argument now, Mr. I'resitlent, let us direct our at-

tention to our relations with Great Britain
1 is said, and has been frequently repea-
led upon this floor, and must confess that

lut, Mr. President, if it becomes tbeo
lutely necessary that this augmentation
of I he nnvy should take place, would the
author of tho hill now before tho Senate,
wilh tho view to aH'ord adequate protection

that when you build a ship of war, you
have just laid the foundation of its cost

the nation. I am not prepared to go
into a statement of facts and ftgurci on
this point, and cannot, at this moment,
say in what length of lime the expense of

ship afloat equals the cost ol construe-tion- .

It cannot be but a few years.
How natural, then, that the people of this

country should look with a jealous eye to
the expenditure ol money for this branch
of the public service, not only because it

imposes heavy burdens upon their indus-

try not only because it draws our citi
zens from peaceful pursuits, and creates
fresh pensioners upon those in our coun
trv who do its labor pensioners who art

wear our clothes and cat our food hut

because, when the burden is once created
horn it rnmnina; it is fixed unotl our

shoulders. The ships are bu.lt the men
are enlisted to command them-a- nd the

: r,,iu m Mct mn.t ,.P

Lh in the tribute, whatever it mavj
that we shall impose upon them.

i r....i it in im mv rtntv. Mr PmtMani
while on this branch of the subject, l0

1V one word in relation to the inan:ierj'ou n,usl ('reserve u, or ineuuvioua rea

in Which taxes are levied upon the people.
not only for this arm ol the defence, but fur

for all branches of the public service. As 'n
in all other Governments, there Ins been,
and is in this, A TAX PAYING and TAX n"

portion of the community.,
In all countries, and most especially inio'
iurs. the line of separation between these1"1 proimuiiuy o. w. -- uu i

t . . . . . . . . .. ...... 1 .l U mm .iii i'i ,i ii m
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EECHOFMIl. SPEIGHT,
OF MISSISSIPPI,

Senate, January 39, 1810, on the bill provid ney
ing for the augmentation 01 me navy. one

Mr. Spf.ioht being entitled to the floor, of
1J .L. J......... onenrpssp Ml) ou aii; us iwnwn,
Mr. President: In the discussions which

fBlIU WUIUIlt iwiiu pni"V1
l, rt Inlnn lima r t M I have

Occupied but little or no pari ol your time.
Shave not remained silent because I did

pot think that, to some small extent, 1

Komprehended the merits of the great the
Euestions of-th- e day, or that I was entiie-R- r the

ionornnt of its nractical effects on the
massof the community, but mainly was

treat it was my misfortune to differ
ilh some ol ihose with whom it has! the

Jong been my pleasure to act.
I did not, nor do I now, believe that be

fine proper time for action has ai rived.

HI 1I1UUUII I ICBI JllT.1n.uiiJ unauiu HI

Bn I inslice to the subject which now en- -

. . ....... .. ......1 1 l. I A.... . ....KWDP l.i i.lll v.. ...w
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. ' . . . L - i I I . l.i ! nniu t Vi ct .lineUlUeilla llini WJOV bibuuiu iww
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n..nPnmrp .rt in... hp vn ft l impnnlis riiiiii iiiiik inv - . .

J L...t.ilM nf iheir intel-- i

i rw.,1 nfl4.niii(.m ........ncQiirPQ... mn a ,uliff it." nuu 'ui.i". in

they will truly appreciate a course which

pund democratic doctrine would seem
a distinctly to mark out for the action

Of this House.
Without further remark, I proceed to the

Hie provisions of this bill. And, what
. I c

ikes it In the first place, thejoi
Kident is authorized to build ten steam in
m.ir, nl ;.n . fit nut nni ca into ""K

Etual service the remainder of the vessels

ordinary, if, in his judgment, it may be
Aat-u- I neecssarv. And what is the one

to our commerce, send his war Iteemen to
the Mediterranean, or to the Pacific, or any
distant sea? I ask him if he is not aware
thut such vessels can be of no utility, ex
o.ept in the protection of the coasting
trade? The aid of steam is on impor
tant auxiliary of our national defences
when properly applied. Should we be
so unfortunate as to be involved in a war

which (Jod in his infinite merey prevejit
bis description of vessels would be ad

mirably adapted for tho defence ol the
coast and harbors. But I suppose no
man acquainted with maritime attairs
will say that such vessels are intended to

tra verse the ocean, there I o meet n cue
i,,Ll Bht ta bal,lleS llie co,,n,ry '

Such a class of vessels ol war is no im

provement on our former system ol nava

Wrbt9, any lurther than the delence ol

the coast is concerned. 1 he old system
has existed from tune immemorial, and

so- - onu suusis.encu, .uu.cmm
"10rt! 11 ,,,onlh- - c,l""ot bc carr,ed

a Sletmef.
And now, sir, if my strength will per- -

mo, i mina i nui oe uu,o to

conclusively mil in inc prcwiii .eiuuuns
mis country wun me worn , inn n

1 l" my """""f"'
wilt at once aoanuou ,3 projcuij .... ne
will, louse a familiar expression, "acinic

ledgi corn," and permit this bill to

' upon the table.
1 proceed then to consider this subject

i ,

;y iu ..tiPnur vimw hnvi' nronos( takinirin pwvvhh " - r . c
of it, and that as a WAR measure It IS

not my purpose to take up the Oregon
question, and discuss the various points
at is.ue between the two powers. 1 will
. i. ,u- -i a .rn niicmninii nrrmtfit l" 'i iiiv., mww- - r

BU, I suppose it will be proper for to

in (. miiinrlo lowarus t ns nation, ror mv

part, I must confess, that, alter a very
careful consideration ol the subject I have

. .l I..-- ..
nut been able to uiscern me sunniest
cause of apprehension. I do not regard
the recent revolution in Mexico as at all

indicating an intention on the part e that

country to declare war against the United

States. It is one o! those ebullitions ol
r 1 ' - t-- L . . I.

popular letting wnicu Happen r, u,u

classes is marked and distinct. And I

sav here, in my place, that the annals of,
historv, and the records of nations, may!

be turned over, and there is not to be

found upon the face of the globe so une-- ,

nnn,...i....tmnr1.1, ?iV3 till Ull, .1 w t. ..ii..1
. J .u... l:.,u tuio o.iiii.i;,,.,..flv.i nn m inu iu n i in v ibuumiLau

resorts for the purpose of ex- -

fracting the people
tin tsge?travagance. It isfelt-sev- Sre-

y '
ell by the peopleI

of all
,

our agricul- -

Dt... hv thai ctnrIU Vdminnv n

S; .d Whose blows l Jr --

have ,ed
its with the Mveri w ine cauwi-- ui inui, --- " 'from enemies r ,our country '

, prosenied as likely to produce a war. At termined to maintain at all hazards our
?!

I U . hSdrld ZhW baule- s- ar as my observation extends, there are righ.s; and when I am assured of their

without inflfc-i- the onl v two cases of difficulty existing in violation, will be prompt and ready to
saved too, g uponus, load them becomes the standingf ; UUey to an vindicate as

irurSf pc:acoo' r:ji - i.ruedland 1 otthisgrt,,atio m
,,u ite natural that the people should look difficulties with Mexico and Great only would 1 of war,

to the expenditures of M shall now briefly examine these cases 1st! but millions upon millions to defend an

ihiaovernmeni, and that they should re lasio Mexico. The difference bet ween Mex-- j insulted right. But I take this occasion

ouire strict accountability of those who ico and this country grows out of the an-- , to say, in my place, that lam a PEACE

control its expenditures. The people, nexation of Texas ; and it IS said that ra-- man. I am for peace il 1 can be honor-lo- t

me add, have ever been found willing1 cent events indicate very clearly that ably maintained, and no vote of mme shall

to contribute the liberal sums whenever Mexico is determined to assume a hos- - ever ho given on this floor tending to

to support so extraordinary an outlay ;

the hill beconis at once un ex to

truvugatit and wasteful expenditure of

people's money, and ono which they
will never justify or tolerate. The hon-

orable 'senator from Missouri, Mr. Bbn-to- a
when speaking the other day upon

this branch of tho subject, adverted to

wljat is matter of history, that six years
aoo a powerlul party waa overthrown

,,.,.,-,- 1 ,,, f.;, ,,n,lnr nUnra
that this government could be administer

for thirteen millions ol dollars, Yes,
that very party to which the o 'Io-

nian and myself belong that party to
which a majority of this body belongs
was turned out ol power because the ex-

penditures

to
of the government had swol

up to an amount which was regarded
I

another portion of the community as

extravagant. But this is not all. I de

to call the attention of gentlemen
hack to a period more remote in our poli-ca- l

history. I would go back to the peri-
od when Mr Jefferson came into power ;

upon an examination of tho political
records of that day, it will bo found that

principal charges brought against the
administration then in power, was an ex- -

travaganl expenditure of the public mo

; and in that extravagant expenditure,
of the main items was lor an increase

the navy WW unnecessary increase, &m

imposing oppressive taxation upon

people. This, I say, is a matter of histo-

ry. It is a matter of record that the se-

cond administration I allude to the ad-

ministration of the elder Adams was
turned out of power, and one of the prin
cipal causes of that event was the indigna-
tion ol the people of this country against .

large increase of the expenditures of
naval portion of the national defence.

Well : what was that effect? Well, what
the effect? Mr. JetFirson came into

power, and established what is known as
gun-noa- t nysiem me weanest and

least effective system that could probably
devised ; and yet, such was and have

been the prejudices of the people against a

large naval armament, that they absolute-

ly tolerated that departure from the prin
cip'es of a national defence never before
adopted in warfare by any civilized na
tion on the face of the globe. I would not
detract from tho virtues of that great man

. .......KlPllpp ,
' n nl it ...ia il la f...11"ii" ...v.... -

. . .....
him on this occasion to say that his plans

defence were never fully carried out.
Well, wo need not stop our enquiries

here. Let us come to the year 1823,
when the second Adams was removed
from power. 1 have some recollections of

events of those days. 1 was then a

young man, just entering upon the stage
i:rZ i .:i, i;i I nmc, .,u P -
the great political drama hen tnnsp.r- -

.uruunLi niu. ipvu ....v.i.j
and I call upon the elder members of this ,

body to hear testimony to its truth that
of the principal charges brought

tic doctrine, I ask the honorable senator
from Maine, (Mr. Fairfield) under what

1

no I'liiuii'ii i"
woh I..Uh 0 iMlJioilM wckm
U U nuh ie monev ? Does he exnect. if

. ... ....i. un uir ui iii .111:11 ntUliu'uunc m uwiavj ww ""u.mv,,,

' - .
.

I , CJ
, J. i

.

masses, ana wnicn cannoi anenu no vm--

larWIUlUUl urawni". ,
iivmii

. .11...
kv-- . Itmust contess, sir. uiai .11 iw

iiimiiiL ii
which 1 have caneu your isuuvu, u..u... . .. !j .,.,,.,
which Should servo as u uuiud iu ...j
nru lent uuminisiruuuu, i a3

ol mjmwm , JT-"--" .

Pe
v 'Vi. th.T tho peo ple of this

their voice

ry expend.tu res in this

;8tr.o ... ..k.. j.. hu lhe
t.or v correct V loiu uioui"

I ., 1 ,!,. frooi Missouri
disunguiwicu r

I have heard it with pain, tliat we are on

the brink of war wilh Great Britain. Is

this true? I put it to the good sense of

senators, and I ask them to answer the

question. Has anything occurred on tho

part of Great Britain any thing in the

complexion of the recent news from that

country indicating a warlike feeling to-

wards the United States? Is it not direct-

ly the reverse?
If senators will regard the question

with calmness and dispassion, throwing
aside those heated feelings and impulsivo
determinations which temporary ox

citement may have uroused in the mind,
I feel perfectly satished that thoy will
find the path to honorable and peaceful
settlement of the Oregon question yet un-

obstructed by Great Ltritain. The late
news from Kngiaud is of a pacific nature.
Failure on the part of Lord John Russell
to form a cabinet arose ft m the fact that
he was about to place Lord Palinerston at
the head of the department of foreign af-

fairs. Palinerston, it i s well known, en-

tertained hostile feelings towards this

country, and stood fully committed on the

Oregon question. On that very ground,
Lor Grey refused to go into the cabinet.
Well, docs all this prove nothing? Aro

gentlemen so blind, so eager and thirsty
after war. that they can shut their eyes to

events so significant as these ? I must
confess that I was rejoiced when I heard
the intelligence to which I have alluded
when I saw that the whig ministry, as it
is called, fail to form a cabinet, and on tho

orounds which 1 have stated; and parti
cularly. -

was 1 rejuiced at the suppressed
. .

tone ol t he British press. consoled my- -

H with the reflection, that, so far as

Great Britain played her part, there was

but little or no prospect ol a war. Let
m ml cntiRtora ihftt am as much ODDO- -

,tara wsa - :

Led to cro-- C fritUhl any
de

countenance an unnecessary war. won- -

tlemen may talk lightly of this thingcalled
war. It is a fine theme lor oratorical

- i . i. - .. ...!.:.. r.uispiiiy. ii is a ea nun munvt ivi i no- -

tor.cai effort. But to the millions from
whom taxes are wrung to support war, It

is a matter of very different import I

(eel it my duty to protect the nghU oj the
iar-paycr- s ami ll no n.gner consiuera ion

mnuenu. rt I MAi
il wu... Imi ciillim.ini . lhn(. ...

ballot box havo lotbed mo with their

power, and reposed m me their responsi- -

. "r
II'. ice, as his whole conduct in this
i

transaction proves, lie has ofl'ered tho
i imp,, . larmi of compromise, which

IWBl anr
. ,.. mMmAmA In I an fnrhu h- - iuovi i - m -

sustainining him in his efforts to settle this

war w ith Great Britain to settle our rights
. . f la.allncll id.l wlilTn IS ll?m i no uregou iwiiwi) ..- -... .n
As 1 am not speaking particularly to you
but through the senate to my constituents,
I will refer to the geographical portion of
this territory. It is a strip of lurid lying
between the Rocky mountains and the Pa-

cific ocean, and extending from latitude
42 decrees 40 minutes; being distant some

three thousand miles Iron, the United
States. Well this jerntory .s supposed

You are now enjoying in common, and in

joint occupancy with Great Britain, those

rights winch never, up to the year 1840,
were assorted as exclusively belonging
10 tho United Slates. In 1818, when lhe

convention was held which stipulated 10

hold ihis territory in joint occupancy, we

arc told (I have the paper before me) by ono

, .. . .1 : r .u .,..

ernment. its honor, or its welfare deman- -

ded it. But, at the same tune, they al
, ,) ; ,.t.t a ,v,l i n. I n n.

necessary expenditure of the public mo- -

nev And why ? docs not every gentle
sound of voice knowman within the my

,t it is r fectl V absurd to talk here of!

uLinmmr
. the exoenses,

of the
t,.
covcrnmcnt

,o a Tow standard unless the expenditures!
Kp reilnced? if you Co on maintaining n

ji .. .... i...;i,i;.w. n nm.ii no.ii. . .ii... .ii ia ii.iii im
LV-n-

H eartvinii out a solendld system of

Or sixmoiiuis. lernapsuiu uci luaiiitnoie ioaujoi "' "J
'that is proposed to be against that administration, wasan extra

Spropriated vacant expenditure of money . i he chargebv your votes to. he accom-- 1

hment of ."his object ? Why a su h verjust or ungenerous was over and

six and seven MILLIONS DOLLAEst over again reiterated, as well in the pub-li- e

I prints us in the pr.mary assemblies of
senator from Indiana, (Mr JO

Ennfgan,) brings for an amendment the people-ih- oee grand orter.es of repub-Kin- g

lcan government which animate and L

his already enormous sumn
two MILLIONS ! This, with tro all our nat.ona schemes, boll, be ore

ffe and alter they shall have been devised n
annual expenditures for the Navy

these halls The republican ere d- -- he
Department, swells tho appropriation to

!-- republican doctrine laid down at hat dayfourteen millions of DOLLARS

K, was, that the government .could be effici-Ke- n,

sir, in a time of profound peace,
administe.ed for twelve millions of

1 undertake to sav, not a shadow ently
hangs over our heads-w- hen the dollars; and when General Jackson came

ftrizon isunobscured by a single cloud, into power he was p edged, so far as in his

to administer the government forE mil- -are called on to vote fourteen power,
mm , r k.k nf ,ua in,!,. Uhnt sum of money. II this is democra- -

internal improvements, every man of lisbment of another. But, seriously, are bii uei. ,,,.,,, ,
that there any causes ol war with Mexico - The

on must know a system:com
taxation equivalent to this must be W hat national faith or law of comity has have the honor to represent WlJ never

ll, , the United Stales violated to incite Mexico consent to measure our national honor oy

"tUroC? ftSHSSlr wi ,ls
11 P.ibl that gen- - dollor. and cents. Vet, sir, ,f I know

hard earnings. The enormities of the tlemen will stand up here and say that that people, they are equally opposed to

hand, and this bill! Mexico is so blind to her own mterests;; an appeal to arms to adjust and settle our
ariir m. one

other" beautiful figure of hat .he will bo guided by .job consum- - difficulties With foreign na ums, when the
a .in he presents dec are waragainst the tame can be accomplished by peaceful and"Tit nddeXuVtS US n "count of the annexation of Tex honorable negotiation. No honest man

fee 1 V r' ml n, t'uld a terniory acknow. can be so bd as to ties,,,, war, wnh all

-e-the argumeni a step or two.,2 3JMi&52ttZ

will toll us ot the dethronement ol the!

present military usurper, an. the estab

- "i '
nun i in nil Ill llil Ml' rs II. i .7.'. r- -

Ln Mnuttlf It aiiuears ridiculous lor so!
"

I ,,i .. u. ,,, aPim!i w mmMm Htm- D .....
t he idea, uui u i iiinuaiu uietu wum his i-
the remotest probability of war with Mex

Bnsoi uoimis luiunD uiuin." ' i "" -

lie service.
Now, Mr. President, it may not oe ai- -

ico, I would not adopt a doubtful or undo-- j controversy.
termined policy. 1 would meet her threats But let us examine this quesiion a lit-o- r

menaces, not probably wilh tho same tie further. It is said, Mr. President, as
nnr ivnunded honor, but with the same! I belore remarked, I hat we are to have a

leether to look a little into! pretext be comes lorwart at a tune as I

K?exnoSditure8. You will not be .ur- - before said, of profound peace, and aKS
Irised because it must be known to you his party , who .land pledged U ad minis-- t

almost double tor the government economically to vote

ISiSSf! ' ' "'amendment ol
Say olh'necnow

K ani war up to the, declaration o the honorable from, Indiana) some

It SuTr Here, under a democratic or FOURTEEN MILLIONS of DOLLAES,

I fration, pledged to a system of rigid, for the augmentation the U. S. navv?

ionon especially in its monetary
I ask senator supposes that pub

, ,i I,- onnnti-- nil Ifi er.'i e

unvaldins determination to resist them,
j - - -j

us 1 would ihe threats ana menaces 01 any
other nation.

Mr. President, it is not my intention to

enter into a debate on the annexation ol

Texas to the United Slates; hut, sir, I

must be permitted te observe, that in the

Consummation ol that act, wo only acquir
ed what was of right our own, and what
was our iust due. VVe, sir, drew back to

our arms a child which, by a ruthless

r.! ,p m ntinn to exneno ai: . nlcd,,h, - foithi Npport of hit
i..w i Am nnpo. !1

. . . .
r JnnWrt iho nmilinnr mi m di i uiil t

dmr won endeavor to draw aI Idol
t i

iknAurtain sii lurther that now anrouas
tho golden sources of your armiesv: a j

,i II t - U ...!... -- ,

vies. 1 WOUIU SHOW you wun --n.l
prie.y these appropriations lor presenting
to tin! world a splendid spectacle ol nation-

al defence may bo urged by individuals
who, unlike my constituents, arc not tax-

ed to raie the money. But to proceed,
as I wish to ohservo the utmost brevity,

ask if, as a peace measure, tho appro-

priation called lor in this bill is requisite
for the protection ot our commerce? That
is the question : for if we are to have

peace, take it lor granted mat mo iniw
fastidious gentleman here who is pleading
for the extension ol thd navy, will agrci
with 1110 that any further ihau a necessi

ty may exist for the protection of our

commerce Irom piracies on tho high seas,
no augmentation ol tho navv is demanded

was stated by tho honorable senator
from Missouri, that upon the Mediterra
nean that great sea of thieves and pirates

our ships and commerce at this limo are
as safe as in the Chesaplako bay. We

hear of no piracies on the high seas; and

why? The world is at peace, and each
civilized nation is cooperating lor the

cqm.non protection of the property and

vessels of all from the horrid acts ot the

pirates. Hence it is, in this glorious era
of peace and civilization, that a crime the

most aggravated that can bo committed

against the law of nations, has almost

ceased on every sea.

ho w he o expenditures ol the gov-jpeop-
will sustam

,
an admintrat.on

r ,qio I i Im oflsorinc and uuardian ol tho

baud, had been torn from our embraces, to be ours, uas wisn sr iM
She military force there and taken possessionTexas was our leg itimato oflspring. a

of it? Has she forcibly expelled our c.t-arm-

aame to us, and threw herself into our
residing there? Are scenes of car-owe- d

and desired a reunion with us. She jizens enacted there ? Masof and bloodno allegiance to the government nage

ti ii
I liO VL I .mint in in u uiu
i:.i ur.,p mn h ah

a... .L. .t ...,tU,.Q u.nn ar- -
nnw 11 1 pvi'i rv u iihj... .j mnt n

l. ... ,noi .. 1 ' s.
p . 1 .l. ,nni nf...ir. m.inv m iiium. e.ua im. i. i

' ... j .. 'j. k. m,irv
'r ... ' !.,, 1 hnn

xtended review of the expenditures of

he government for a scries o. years
past

Santa Ana. She never acknowledged nisjureai un.. K.v .-- -B- -
sovereiLO. authority over her. How then in Oregon or their enjoyment? No -
can it bo

o
said that,

.
in acquiring that ter-

ritory by treaty, (as 1 propose to acquire
Oregon,) wo havo violated any ol the

rights of Mexico, when her sovereign had

acknowledged her independence?
I waive lurther remark hore to exam

w.Pt. nrnUKIn trpminils of rUDtUTC. 10
HIO IllUlu .v.i-- w -

Andlhe external policy ol our COUBirj

i :.irlp.n,,iitrv have always raised
nil bill (said Mr. O.J presents ,

to our cons.derat,on in two prominent
cti. We are to consider it first as a

. . t,.. r.

mtAsunt, oiiu, oc..u.t, w - " --
measure. If we are really at peace with the


